Thelandros vietnamensis sp. nov. (Oxyuroidea, Pharyngodonidae) from the intestines of an agamid lizard, Leiolepis reevesi, collected in Vietnam is described and illustrated. Thelandros vietnamensis represents the 3rd Oriental species to be described and is distinguished from all other species by length of spicule (485-536 µm) of the male; all other species have spicules less than 200 µm.
Introduction
During a helminthological examination of Reeves' butterfly lizard, Leiolepis reevesi Gray, 1831, from Ha Tinh Province, Vietnam, 17 of 20 (85%) individuals were found to harbor a total of 439 nematodes of an undescribed species of Thelandros Wedl, 1862 . Leiolepis reevesi occurs throughout the Mekong basin of northeastern Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, southern China and Vietnam (Cox et al. 1999) .
The genus Thelandros was established by Wedl (1861) for T. alatus, a nematode from the intestine of an Egyptian mastigure, Uromastix spinipes (currently Uromastyx aegyptia), collected in Egypt. described Parapharyngodon maplestoni from the intestine of an Oriental garden lizard, Calotes versicolor, collected in Burma. However, Baylis (1936) considered this genus to be a synonym of Thelandros Wedl, 1861 as did Karve (1938) , García-Calvente (1948) and Skryabin et al. (1951) . Others, Freitas (1957) , Sharpilo (1976) , Adamson (1981) , Baker (1987) , Castaño-Fernandez et al. (1987), and Hering-Hagenbeck et al. (2002) consider Parapharyngodon distinct from Thelandros for the following reasons: Males of Thelandros have a genital cone, pendulant papillae outside the genital cone, lateral alae are absent, and the tail is terminal and directed posteriorly; males of Parapharyngodon lack a genital cone, mammiliform papillae surround a more-or-less terminal anus, lateral alae are present, and the tail is subterminal and directed dorsally. Currently, 31 species are assigned to Thelandros, 13 from the Ethiopian realm, 11 from the Palaearctic realm, 3 from the Nearctic realm, 2 from the Oriental realm, 1 from the Neotropical realm, and 1 from the Australian realm (Bursey and Goldberg 2005) .
Materials and methods
Twenty Leiolepis reevesi (mean snout-vent length 13.25 ± 1.25 cm) were collected by hand in Ha Tinh Province (18°20´N, 104°54´E) Vietnam in April 2008, and fixed in 4% formalin. The body cavity was opened by a longitudinal incision and the gastrointestinal tract was removed by cutting across the oesophagus and rectum. The oesophagus, stomach, small intestine and large intestine of each lizard were examined separately for endoparasites. Nematodes were placed in lactophenol, allowed to clear and examined under a light microscope. Drawings were made with the aid of a microprojector. Measurements are in µm with mean ± 1 SD and range in parentheses unless otherwise stated. Lizards were deposited in Department of Parasitology, Institute of Ecology and Bio- Male: Based on holotype and 11 paratypes. Cylindrical body with distinct posterior truncation. Length (including tail filament) 3.86 ± 0.35 mm (3.14-4.29) long, 322 ± 34 (281-370) wide at midbody. Oesophageal corpus length 615 ± 38 (548-689), isthmus 16 ± 5 (9-24), bulb length 147 ± 8 (134-159), bulb width 138 ± 10 (122-153). Nerve ring 150 ± 9 (134-165) and excretory pore 1168 ± 40 (1088-1216) from anterior end, Female: Based on allotype and 11 paratypes. Length (including tail spike) 7.04 ± 0.34 mm (6.46-7.74), width at level of vulva 768 ± 76 (672-896). Oesophageal corpus length 961 ± 42 (842-995), isthmus 12 ± 3 (9-15), bulb length 197 ± 10 (183-213), bulb width 212 ± 9 (195-226). Nerve ring 185 ± 10 (171-207), and excretory pore 2010 ± 100 (1860-2180) from anterior end, respectively. Anus 244 ± 13 (201-244) from posterior end; postanal region of body developed into short, blunt cone. Vulva pedunculate, 2.30 ± 0.08 mm (2.11-2.40 mm) from posterior end of body. Thick-walled muscular ovijector extending anteriorly approximately 500 before joining thin-walled vagina approximately 250 in length connected to 2 uteri. In non-gravid females, uteri and ovaries parallel and lie in coelom between excretory gland and ovijector. In gravid females, ovaries remain in position but one uterus comes to lie in post-ovijector space, other uterus fills body cavity anterior to ovijector. Egg oval, 100 ± 3 (95-104) long, 54 ± 2 (52-58) wide, shell punctate, terminal operculum. Remarks: Species of Thelandros are distinguished based on pattern of the caudal papillae, morphology of the anterior cloacal lip and spicule length in males, location of the vulva and morphology of the posterior end of the female, and geographical distribution (see Table II of Bursey and Goldberg 2005) . Thelandros vietnamensis is similar to T. masaae and T. taylori in that females of these 3 species have pedunculate vulvas, however, T. vietnamensis is easily separated from all other species by length of spicule in the male; it possesses the longest spicule (485-536) of any currently known species; previously, the Nearctic T. bicaudatus at 165-180 had the spicule of greatest length. (Accepted January 23, 2009) 
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